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Coverl-Agents p ■ 

'^?^^i ; By.C^lia p jy; Dugger — I Edward ’ P. Boland (D-Mass.), chair- 

staff Writer man of the ; ' House Intelligence Com- 


. - Waahln etoVPostf Staff Writer .«*'* 

.’ V^The- House * Intelligence Committee 
^nish ecl^o*u t aTb ill^est erd ay‘ to outl aw 
fthe publication of : any ^information, 
obtained! from. either jclassified.pr^tin^ 
classified sources that identifies a co- 
.ye^agent *•-••• i> - .* - -' 

£t?P?e committee Avas spurred to move 
xhgidly after the home of the, Jamai- 
c^CIA- chief ;of "station was sprayed 
^ragEr gunfire* af ter/his) name was pub-. 

bill, is, designed,, in^part, to eh- 
$|uje : that : an - or ganizationl called Co- 
jiFg£|’ Action/ which; has published the 
/names of; more/than^ 2,000 CIA; agents, 
‘^eluding the one^ in 'Jamaica, .will be 
Jrecjfrured to/;Stop/publicatibn:\'Covert 
culls its names ; from sources in ; 
•public libraries.;'-! a * 

^Nicknamed the /‘‘covert action * bill,” 
jtffias drawn, the opposition of the Jus- 
Depart rpentj /the i American Civil 
J%£ti er t i es . Uni oir ./a rid V ' t h eP A mer ica n 
/fri ewspaper / Publishers • Association, ; 

; They say the* , bill i$v unconstitutional 
and may chill criticism of the CIA. ;. ;: 
i 4 -^Al: sister .bill : is- scheduled ; ; for’ mark : 
^upjn the Senate Intelligence Commits 

£^I.any^e^ 

L?xresay- l j:hafc>Hv hVt/Covert ; Action.' does^ 
J^OTong, ‘ ; descnbmg^:its.; practices ;as 
^|^ehehsibi^:;beihpu^:pr‘p 

Sg^sco^ 

^^gavef nmenir bailfpf bs*ecute/indiyi<I/ 

E ;\yl^.galnn 

S .frpnsAihc^ Zti vj?; 

e . b iir$ 'prop bn e n t sT ^ayJLt ' -if : iiar^ 

I focused, onAnidiyidual^ who; spes. 

0p5cati^$et;^ 

:oi£ 

fij^ede”:-^ i^intell P? 


ipjhey maintain tH'at &€r;bill is necesV^ 
ja^tp'pro^ 


Edward ’ P. Boland (D-Mass.), chair- 
man of the 'House Intelligence Com- 
mittee, said covert agents are ‘‘the 
operating heart”/ of American intelli- 
gence and that’ revealing their iden- 
tities “benefits no one but our adver- 
. saries^: . 7jjV? ifevr | v - 

\£ The bilBs/ criticises ay .it^ could "be 
used againsfcry nvestigative *- reporters J 
Committee /member T>es Aspin (D- / 
3FJs.) introduced/ an' amendment _ that? 
^gjildAhave;; allowed a. defendant _ to! 
^se the -fact /that. hi s; information was* 
in , the -publte^record part/: of his 

defense/V.:;;^# r,:r-V/ v ^ ' > 

} : He said a reporter who covered the. 
CIA and whQ found his information 
from unclassified- sources-should not 
be.^ prosecuted.. . It is conceivable, he 
said/that such' a person could be ac- 
cused of acting to damage foreign in- 
telligence gathering under th- eterrns 
of the bill.: v ' ' :: t 

Aspin was the only member of the 
-committee to vote for his amendment J 

A govern men t ; e m pi o ye who made 
bla ssifi ed : ; i ti formation c p u b Her' co u kl 
be fined up to $50,000 and imprisoned 
f or aVlbng a s" 1 6 y ears under the bills. 

A private citizen who' madepublic.the 
identity -of/ari agent from classified or 
unclassified^ sources could-- be fined 
u p - to $ 1 5,006 x an d- im prisone d for -a 
^maximum- - of 3 years. ; ; 


and. to 'guarantee their.effecUvfe opera- ; 
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